
 

Educational Copyright Resources  

To assist educational institutions and businesses in learning about and developing copyright policies, the Software & 
Information Industry Association offers the following resources and materials:  

• SIIA Hotline - The SIIA's toll-free hotline for reporting copyright violations is 1-800-388-7478. The SIIA 
responds to each call. After confirming that a violation has occurred, one of three actions is taken:  

o a cease and desist letter is sent;  

o an audit is conducted;  

o or a lawsuit is filed. 

To date more than 2000 actions have been taken against organizations and training institutions.  

• Software Use and the Law: A Guide for Individual, Business, Educational Institutions and User 
Groups is a brochure that details how the copyright law applies to software. 
(http://www.siia.net/piracy/pubs/SoftwareUseLaw.pdf)  

• Is It Okay for Schools to Copy Software? is a one-page flyer that answers commonly asked questions about 
educational software. Districts are encouraged to photocopy the flyer and distribute it to all employees, perhaps in 
conjunction with a staff-development or in-service programs on copyright. 
(http://www.siia.net/piracy/pubs/OKSchoolsCopy.pdf) 

• Don't Copy That Floppy is a nine minute video that uses peer pressure as students convey the message that it's 
not only illegal to pirate software, but it's also "not cool." $20 per copy at http://www.siia.net/estore 

• Certified Software Manager Course is a six hour course offered by the SIIA around the country that trains 
individuals to be software managers in their district, school, regional media center, or administrative office. 
(http://www.siia.net/seminars.asp) 

• CyberSmart! Curriculum for Teachers provides educators free access to professionally created lessons on 
safe, responsible and effective technology use for K-8 students. (http://www.siia.net//education/piracy.asp) 

 
Additional Sources of Copyright Information for Schools  

• Association for Educational Communications & Technology (AECT)offers eleven books on the topic of 
copyright under the association's Copyright Information Services imprint. Some of particular interest:  

o Adoptable Copyright Policy, which includes model policies and manuals for schooldistricts, colleges, and 
universities;  

o A Copyright Primer for Educational and Industrial Media Producers ;  

o Library Copyright Guide; and several publications focused on video copyright guidelines for schools.  

o In addition, TechTrends, AECT's bimonthly publications for its members, includes a regular column on 
copyright issues. 




